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EFFECT OF WEATHER ON CROPS AND FARMING OPER- 
ATIONS, FEBRUARY, 1928 
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RIVERS AND FLOODS 

By R. E. SPENCER 
By J. B. KINCER 

General summary.-Rather widespread rains during the 
first decade over the Southwest and extanding northeast- 
ward over the Great Plains and upper Mississippi Valley 
were very beneficial in relieving droughty conditions, and 
the additional nioisture during the second decade was 
especially favorable over the area from weakern Nebraska 
and eastern Colorado southward. In many other por- 
tions of the South good showers occurred, although some 
Florida uplands continued too dry. The weather was 
especially favorable in the western Cotton Belt as well 
as in the Southeast, where truck and other crops were 

A flood of minor importance occurred during the second 
week of February in the Wabash and White Rivers of 
Indiana with resultant losses amounting to $4,450 in 
suspension of business, and $5,000 in prospective crops. 
A saving estimated at  $10,000 was effected through 
Weather Bureau warnings. 

Aside from the Wabash 0ood and the prevention of 
levee repairs by continued high water in the Illinois 
River, the floods of February were practically without 
consequence. 

Above flood 
stapes-dates crest benefited. 

During the second decade rather frequent rains in the 
South Atlantic and East Gulf States from Virginia to the 
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Mississippi River were unfavorable for fieldperations, 
while low temperatures retarded growth and &d more or 
less damage to winter truck in southeastern sections. 
Newly planted crops, particularly potatoes, were unfav- 
orably affected as to germination, while potato tops were 
frozen in the important producing section of Hastings, 
Fla. In  the Southern States west of the Mississi pi 

temperatures, and the mostly fair  weather permitted 
much field operations. 

During the last decade the widespread, unseasonably 
cold weather, with considerable precipitation, over the 
eastern half of the country was generally unfavorable for 
growth of winter crops and truck in the more southern 
States, but the low temperatures were favorable in retard- 
ing unseasonable advance of fruit buds. Trees were still 
largely dormant, in marked contrast to last year. Farm 
work in the South made poor progress and further cold 
and the absence of snow were again rather unfavorable 
in the interior and Middle Atlantic States; seasonal farm 
work made little progress. Conditions were generally 
favorable in many of the Western States during most 
of the month, except that toward its close there was 
some suffering of livestock reported from the northern 
Rocky Mountain area and rain was needed in much of 
California. 

Small grains.-Winter wheat was favored by the wide- 
spread moisture during the first decade in the theretofore 
droughty areas, especiall in the central and west-central 

were less favorable, with the ground mostly bare of snow 
and many reports of apparent damage to wheat by heav- 
ing. Further coniplaints were also noted in parts of 
the middle Atlantic area, particularly in Pennsylvania, 
but in the more Western and Northwestern States 
conditions were generally favorable. A rather extensive 
snowstorm the latter part of the second decade gave 
wheat fields a fair covering and protection in the north- 
eastern Ohio Valley, parts of the Middle Atlantic States 
and the Lake region, but in other portions of the Wheat 
Belt fields continued mostly bare. There was distinct 
improvement in Kansas, western Oklahoma, and in 
Texas, although growth was slow in the latter State 

River better weather prevailed, with no harmfully P ow 

Great Plains. In the 0 % io Valley, however, conditions 
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MEAN LAKE LEVELS DURING FEBRUARY, 1928 
By UNITED STATES LAKE SURVEY 

[Detroit, Mich., March 3, 19281 

The following data are reported in the Notice to Mari- 
ners of the above date: 

I Lakes 1 

Dat8 

because of cold. 
During the last decade only a few localities in the 

northern Ohio Valley were afforded protection during 1 % 1 %!78 ALmvemeen ne8 level at New York------ 
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-. 05 +. 88 the cold weather, and this made a conthat ion of rather 

unfavorable conditions for wheat in the eastern half of 
the belt, with further reports of injury. In  most of the 
western belt conditions remained mostly favorable, 
though gro.wth was slow in southern districts because of 
cold weather. In the far Northwest favorable condi- 
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